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him some kindly words in a magazine. On the first
day of his visit he received a letter from Hookham, of
whom he had made inquiries concerning his separated
wife Harriet. This letter conveyed the tragic news that
" Harriet Smith " had drowned herself in the Serpentine.
Leigh Hunt's companionship and sympathy did more
than anything else to sustain the poet under this sudden
affliction; this, and his own conviction that Harriet her-
self would have been the last to hold him responsible
for the tragedy. He had now two duties to perform;
without delay; to take his children by Harriet, lanthe
and Charles, under his protection, and to fulfil his con-
tract of marriage to Mary Godwin. All this meant extra
expenditure, and, moreover, Shelley was soon to find
Claire Clairmont and the child or her intrigue with
Byron practically dependent upon him. On the soth
of December in this eventful year a nominal reconcilia-
tion took place between Godwin and Shelley, and on
the same day the latter and Mary became legally wedded
at St. Mildred's Church in London.n pursuit of the unhappy fugitive, felt the'blow so keenly
